Unusual association of 'chloride cells' with another cell type in the skin of the glass catfish, Kryptopterus bicirrhis.
A previously undescribed association of typical 'chloride cells' and a second distinct cell type are observed in the skin of the freshwater glass catfish, Kryptopterus bicirrhis. The second cell type is similar to the chloride cell in that it contains abundant smooth endoplasmic reticulum and mitochondria. However, its small size and greater electron density suggest it is a 'resting' or non-functional chloride cell. Together these two cells form a crypt which leads to the skin surface. They may constitute a specialized structure involved in the passage of ions across the skin of these fish.